
Balanced Calendar Town Hall Questions (Families)  
 

1. What is the reason the district is exploring the transition to a Balanced 

Calendar?  

Our district is working to develop a year-long calendar structure that supports 

additional student opportunities to learn, providing continuity throughout the 12 

months.  We hope to impact student learning ensuring all students are meeting 

grade level proficiency and mastering content, to provide academic supports, 

enrichment opportunities and rest, and to provide a continuation of routines and 

classroom practices.  

 Why are you changing up the school year calendar when we haven't even gone 

back to normal school hours? 

Peoria Public Schools has adopted a traditional calendar for the 2021-22 school 

year starting in mid-August.  The balanced calendar proposal would start in the 

2022-23 school year. 

2. Would childcare be available during breaks? Will the traditional summer 

childcare programs be available during the breaks? 

Multiple community organizations and agencies were involved at the 

subcommittee level, problem solved over the last two months and expressed 

willingness to provide those opportunities to families if the proposal is approved. 

We will work with those organizations and agencies to assist with childcare during 

the breaks; however, the district does not provide childcare during breaks in the 

traditional year.    

3. Will the surrounding area offer camps/day care like they would in a typical 

summer off? 

Although we cannot speak for all stakeholders, many community partners have 

been part of the subcommittee work to find solutions for changes created by 

balanced calendar and expressed a willingness to provide opportunities over the 

periodic intersession periods.   



4. How strongly are you considering the modified calendar: it seems to be a better 

fit? Will there be options for true summer school? 

The committee is exploring all calendar options,  but the draft proposal provides 

solutions for Balanced Calendar specifically.  During the 2020-21 school year PPS 

will host a six-week summer school option for grades K-12. 

5. Don't understand how 6 weeks of summer 22-23 is possible with balanced year. 

Wouldn't that be the modified calendar? 

There will be three weeks in June, four split days between June and July, and two 

weeks in July with school starting the third week of July.  

6. Why is this planned to start in the 22-23 school year? If it's supposed to correct 

what was lost by the pandemic, why are we waiting so long? 

Due to HVAC projects, we are not scheduled to have air conditioning in all 

buildings throughout the district until July 2022 for the start of 2022-23 school 

year. 

7. How would this affect sports? 

The athletics subcommittee of the Balanced Calendar committee investigated the 

impact of Balanced Calendar on sports for grades 6-12.  It was determined 

athletic practices and contests could be scheduled without conflict. 

 

8. Would enrichment be mandatory on breaks? 

This decision has not been finalized.  Intersessions or (breaks) will provide 

multiple opportunities for addition student learning, including enrichment and 

academic support for struggling learners.  

9. Are you considering Re-structuring all exam period times, projects and all 

school activities in general given that the working time will be reduced so it also is 

balanced accordingly? 

The working time for learning has been restructured, not reduced.  There will be 

the same amount of time for projects, school activities, and exams as in a 

traditional schedule. 



10. If we were on a balanced calendar schedule, how would that affect our 

participation in activities/college admission information/etc where other schools 

across the state are doing the regular calendar year? 

It was determined that there will be no impact on college-related activities.  Our 

students will have more time to participate in these types of activities with longer 

intersession periods throughout the academic year. 

11. How are you going to get students to buy into an intervention program when 

it's much more rewarding to them to be home having fun like their peers?  

The Balanced Calendar may prove to be more beneficial as providing academic 

support in an intersession might be easier than giving up a whole summer to 

provide academic support to a struggling learner.   

12. Breaking with tradition takes time to reorganize one's summer life. Have you 

given any consideration to the families who travel to visit family in other 

countries? 

Families will work within a schedule that is provided.  The balanced calendar 

provides additional options for families to travel overseas throughout the year 

instead of only summer, including during non-typical travel periods where the 

costs associated with travel are generally lower. 

13. Will the district still pursue this idea even if the survey shows that few people 

want it? 

The Balanced Calendar impact committee will provide a recommendation to the 

Superintendent and then the Board of Education. The survey will be one piece of 

the total information supplied through the work of the committee as a whole. 

14. Will teachers have to work during intersessions? 

Staff will have the option of working during the intersessions for additional 

money. 

15. For families that have working parents, how would the academic 

support/enrichment opportunities work? 

Intercessions may include a full day of enrichment and academic support for 

students in addition to breakfast, lunch and latchkey opportunities in the 



afternoon.  This could be an excellent opportunity for working parents during 

intercession breaks. 

16. Would programs be open for the times the students are out of school on 

break?  

The intercessions will be a mixture of enrichment, academic support and rest for 

students and families.  

17. Would the first and last days of the school year fall within the same week as 

they do now? 

No, the first day of a Balanced Calendar school year would be in the 3rd week of 

July and the last day at the beginning of June. 

18. As a family where both parents work, will there be camps or something 

running for kids to go to when parents are working during all these extra 

breaks? I know it says that things would be worked out with community 

organizations but that seems too vague. 

Although we cannot speak for all stakeholders, many community partners have 

been part of the subcommittee work to find solutions for changes created by 

Balanced Calendar.  We have one year to plan and prepare.  An ongoing 

committee will be formed to work through specifics after the balanced calendar is 

approved by BOE providing an infrastructure and choice grid to assist families. 

19. The lack of research backing up the claim of Administration. that a balanced 

calendar will "address learning loss and accelerate learning".  This is not proven.  

Why is there so much time and effort going into a process that is not proven to be 

effective and worthwhile? Where is the research driving this idea? 

The reference to several research studies supporting advantages of a Balanced 

Calendar can be found in Appendix C in the balanced calendar plan. 

20. What will happen with schools who don't have air in the summer or high heat 

times? It doesn't seem safe. 

All buildings except for Woodruff will have A/C by the start of the 2022-2023 

school year, which is the proposed implementation year of the Balanced 

Calendar. 



21. Is the beginning of August considered as an option? 

Yes, the modified version starting the first week of August is an option listed on 

the survey to gather feedback for consideration. 

22. While keeping the traditional calendar, why not add a “Voluntary Summer 

Session” as another option?  

This is the current option in the traditional school year calendar.  We are looking 

at different options to provide additional support throughout the school year.  

The Balanced Calendar provides opportunities for both rest and academics. 
 

23. If one balanced calendar option is presented to the school board to 

approve, how will the administration decide between the 2 options to 

submit? 

Only one option would be submitted to the board to vote on. That 

recommendation will be based on the recommendation from the Balanced 

Calendar impact committee along with feedback collected during the 

committee’s exploration process these last three months. 

24. Many high school students use the summer months to prepare for 

college financially through employment and by participating in sports in an 

attempt to receive college scholarships.  What, if any, consideration has 

been given to this?   

The Balanced Calendar features the same number of break days as a traditional 

calendar, but spreads it out more evenly throughout the year. In a Balanced 

Calendar, multiple intercessions throughout the year provide additional 

opportunities for high school students to prepare for college and/or career 

necessities following their graduation from high school. 

 

 

 

 

 


